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modities belong to the people by right, and had been un-
justly taken away from them. The workers naturally
responded with strikes, while the peasants began to practise
what, in imitation of an orator of the French Revolution,
Deputy Herzenstein in the First Duma called "the illumina-
tion" of the landowners' estates, i.e., they began to bum
and loot the property of the landed gentry.
The Manchurian armies were naturally anxious to get
home- Owing to the railroad strikes in European Russia
and in Siberia, the Far East was oftentimes cut off from the
rest of Russia for weeks together. As a result the most
fantastic rumours spread among the troops like wildfire.
Making his way home through Siberia, after the conclusion
of the Portsmouth treaty, Prince Vasilchikov did not know,
until he reached Cheliabinsk, whether the Emperor was still
in Russia, for he had heard rumours to the effect that the
Imperial family had escaped abroad and that my colleagues
and myself had been strung up on lamp-posts on the Champ
de Mars in St. Petersburg. This %tory I have from His
Majesty himself.
I am under the impression that toward the end of 1905
the army at the front was thoroughly demoralized and revo-
lutionary. If this was not a matter of common knowledge,
it is because it was the policy of the military authorities to
hide the plagues which were corroding the very heart of
the army.
The first revolutionary wave, originating in the West,
moved eastward and infected the Transbaikalian army. A
movement in the opposite direction began toward the end
of 1905, some of the discharged soldiers from the front
bringing the revolutionary germ into the interior of the
country. Alarming news of the state of mind of the Man-
churian army had reached St. Petersburg in previous
months. Under the influence of this news, the Minister of
Agriculture, Schwanebach, laid before the Committee of